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1. The dancing girl
Look at this statue of a young girl. What do you think she is doing?

1

Her right arm rests on her hip. With her left leg, she is stepping

2

forwards. She seems to be dancing! Look at her face. She seems

3

confident and happy. Historians call her ‘the dancing girl’.

4

The dancing girl is wearing a necklace

5

with three large beads. Her long hair

6

is gathered in a loose bun. On her

7

arms she wears lots of bangles.

8

Can you count the bangles

9

on her left arm?

10

When archaeologists found

11

this statue, they were delighted.

12

This bronze statue of a dancing

13

girl gave them clues about

14

an ancient civilisation.

15

The statue is four

16

thousand years old!

17

3

1

The dancing girl was found in a place that you know a lot about

2

from your geography lessons. You will recognise this river! Yes, this

3

is the River Indus, the powerful river that flows through India and

4

Pakistan. When the Indus floods, it makes the land around the river

5

very fertile. The dancing girl was found in a place called Mohenjo-

6

Daro (moh-en-droh da-roh), which is near the River Indus.

4

Mohenjo-Daro was once a large 1
city. Archaeologists think that the 2
city was built in about 2600 BCE. 3
This photo shows the remains of 4
the

city

today.

Archaeologists 5

found the dancing girl here.

6

How did this city come to be built here? You already know about

7

other ancient civilisations and their rivers, so you can probably work

8

out what the Indus River had to do with it!

9

You know about the

River Nile in ancient Egypt. You know about the Tigris and the 10
Euphrates in Mesopotamia. Use your knowledge to find all these 11
rivers on the map. You know from learning about all these 12
civilisations just how important rivers were to early farming peoples.

13

Mesopotamia
Indus Valley
Egypt
5

1 About eight thousand years ago, the
2 people of the Indus Valley began to
3 farm the fertile land around the River

Harappa

4 Indus. As they got better at growing

Mohenjo-Daro

5 food, they could grow extra food to
6 sell.

Some left farming to make

Arabian Sea

Lothal

7 things or become merchants.
8 The dancing girl was made by a skilled craftsmen. It might have been
9 bought and sold by merchants in a market.
10 By 3000 BCE, cities had begun to grow around the markets. We call
11 these cities, the Indus Valley civilisation. Here, a modern artist
12 shows what one of the cities might have looked like. The picture is a
13 reconstruction.

The artist has reconstructed the city of

14 Harappa. Find Harappa on the map.

6

The ancient Sumerians wrote in
cuneiform on clay tablets.

The ancient Egyptians carved
their hieroglyphics onto stone or
wrote on papyrus.

But the Indus Valley was very different from

1

ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia! The Indus

2

Valley civilisation is full of puzzles.

3

Do you remember the pyramids in Egypt and

4

the ziggurats in Sumer?

There are no big

5

monuments like these in the Indus Valley.

6

Do you remember how much the Egyptians

7

and the Sumerians wrote?

We know their

8

stories. We know what they believed. We know

9

the names they gave their gods and goddesses. 10
We even know their rulers’ names!

11

In the Indus Valley, archaeologists have found over 400 symbols that 12
might be writing. But no one has worked out what the symbols mean! 13
The symbols are on seals. These are images stamped onto clay. 14
Look at these seals. Do you think that the symbols could be writing?

7
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2. So many puzzles!
1

Here is our dancing girl again. How do you

2

think historians are so sure that she is dancing?

3

The answer is that they have found other

4

sources showing that people in the Indus

5

Valley liked music and dancing. They have

6

found a symbol which looks like a harp. You

7

can find this harp-like object in the seal at the

8

bottom of this page. They have also found

9

other statues and carvings of figures that seem

10 to be dancing.
11 Another source is this object which looks like a
12 bird. It is actually a whistle! It has a hole for
13 blowing in and a hole for the sound to come
14 out. Many of these whistles have been found.
15 Historians have used all
16 these sources as evidence to
17 show that the people in the
18 Indus Valley made music
19 and enjoyed dancing.
8

Without any writing and without big monuments, archaeologists

1

must use other sources (like the objects on Page 8) to find out

2

about the Indus people. By making links between these sources,

3

archaeologists start to solve puzzles.

4

Here is a deep trench that archaeologists have dug in Harappa.

5

You can see that where they have dug, a huge pot is appearing!

6

Some smaller pots are also sticking out of the earth.

7

9

1

Archaeologists also notice where

2

they

3

archaeologists

4

measuring and recording what

5

they have found and where they

6

have found it.

7

Archaeologists are very skilled

8

people. You have to be an expert

9

with lots of training to do this

find

things.

These

are

carefully

10 work.

11

The

archaeologists

12

photograph have found small

13

pieces

14

potsherds (pot-shurdz) in the

15

ground.

16

will take great care not to break

17

any pottery. This is why they use

18

brushes to remove the soil. On

19

the next page we can see a

20

potsherd peeping out of the

21

ground.

of

pottery,

These

in

this
called

archaeologists
image: copyright Omar Khan/Harappa.com
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1

Now let’s look at some puzzles. Here is a puzzle that has been solved.

2

Look at these strange circular platforms made of brick. At first,

3

archaeologists thought they might be stands for large monuments.

4

Now they know that this guess was wrong.

5 On these platforms, the Indus people threshed
6 their crops. Threshing separates the grain from
7 the stalk. This photograph shows barley
8 growing.

Find

the

grains

on

the

stalk.

9 Archaeologists have found the remains of grains
10 on these circular platforms.

12

Now let’s look at a puzzle that has not

1

been

solved.

In

Indus

cities,

2

have

found

many

3

pictures of a man in a tree and a tiger.

4

Can you see how, in each picture, the

5

man seems to beckon to the tiger? In

6

other pictures, the man and the tiger

7

just seem to stare hard at each other!

8

archaeologists

Another picture has been found where the man is on the ground and

9

the tiger seems to be licking the man’s face. Together, these pictures 10
seem to tell a story, but we do not know what the story is. You know 11
about the stories that were told in other ancient civilisations. What story 12
do you think these tiger picture might tell?
13

13

3. Bricks, buildings, baths and bathrooms
1

This was an urban civilisation, full of cities. These cities can give us

2

many more clues about how the Indus people lived. Look at these walls

3

and streets in the citadel (sit-a-dell) at the heart of Mohenjo-Daro.

4

Notice how straight they are. The walls are made of mud bricks. Nearly

5

all the bricks are exactly the same size. These bricks have lasted over

6

four thousand years because they were fired in a kiln.

7

In most places, you can only see the lower walls. Archaeologists think

8

that the upper walls of the buildings were built either with wood or with

9

bricks that were just baked in the sun. It was much quicker to bake

10 bricks out in the sun than to fire them in a kiln! But sun-baked bricks
11 were also more likely to get washed away in floods or rain.

14

People in Indus cities seem to have done a lot of bathing. We do not

1

know why they bathed. Perhaps they wanted to keep clean. Perhaps

2

it was a religious duty. In Mohenjo-Daro, archaeologists uncovered

3

this very big public bath. The bath is surrounded by small rooms

4

where we think the people might have washed and changed first.

5

Historians everywhere are amazed by the technology of the Indus

6

people! They had well-built cities and ways of moving water and

7

sewage at least three thousand years before these things were

8

normal here in England.

9

15

15

1

Some Indus people even had bathrooms in their houses. This one is

2

in Lothal (find Lothal on the map on Page 6). It almost looks like a

3

modern shower room! In these bathrooms, people poured water,

4

from pots, over themselves. (How do you think archaeologists worked

5

that out?). You can see a drain where dirty water drained away.

6

Look at the remains of the bathroom below. As well as a space for

7

washing, it also has a toilet. Can you find it? Indus people built

8

drains not only

9

for their dirty

10

water but for

11

their sewage,

12

too.

16

Water was very important to

1

Indus peoples.

Mohenjo-Daro

2

has over 700 wells. About 5000

3

people lived in this city so they

4

had roughly one well for every

5

three households!

6

People lowered pots, on very long ropes, into these wells.

7

Archaeologists have found deep grooves inside them from ropes being

8

dragged up their sides. Sometimes, around the well, there are little

9

brick platforms which look like seats. Imagine the little groups of

10

people, some sitting, some standing, sharing gossip and news, as they 11
waited their turn to draw water.

12

A few wells are very tall, like this one. Historians 13
are not sure why they were built so tall. Perhaps 14
the Indus people were trying to keep floodwater 15
out of the wells.

16

17

4. Making beautiful things
1

Indus people were artists. Through their art, we can learn about what

2

the Indus people thought was important and how they lived. Let’s look

3

at three kinds of object – seals, pots and jewellery.

4

This seal shows an ox. See how

5

carefully the ox’s shape is carved. Indus

6

people used oxen for many things.

7

They used oxen skins and ate their

8

meat. Oxen pulled carts and ploughs.

9

Other seals show wild animals, such as

10

elephants and rhinoceroses. Some

11

seals show imaginary animals such as

12

unicorns. Look back at the seals on

13

Page 7. What animals can you see?

14

Seals were made by carving a design

15

into a piece of stone. The carving was

16

then pressed into a small piece of

17

damp clay to create a square. Once the

18

clay dried, the seal became a solid little

19

tag that could be attached to things.

18

This seal shows a type of ox
known as a zebu. It has a
big hump on its back.

Here are two oxen pulling a
plough today. The plough
breaks up the soil.

But what were these seals actually for? This is where archaeologists

1

have to think very hard. Some seals had holes in them. This probably

2

means that they were tied to a sack of goods or to a jar. So perhaps

3

the seals were used to show who owned the goods. As you read on,

4

keep thinking about what the seals might have been for.

5

Now let’s learn more about pots. Pots were made from clay on a

6

wheel. A potter’s wheel spins very fast while the potter’s hands shape

7

the clay. Once a pot was shaped, it was baked hard in a kiln.

8

A modern
potter making
a pot on a
potter’s
wheel.
19

1 Potters made bowls, dishes, cups and vases from a red clay that we
2 call terracotta. The pot was often painted with black bands of
3 flowers, birds, animals or other shapes.
4

The designs on Indus

5

pottery changed over

6

time. This means that

7

archaeologists can tell

8

roughly when a pot was

9

made by the kind of

10 designs

on

11 Archaeologists

it.
think

12 that these pots were
13 made at different times
14 during the Indus Valley
15 civilisation. What different designs can you see?
16 Do you remember the necklace and bangles that the dancing girl
17 wore? Her necklace had three large beads. People in the Indus
18 Valley made beautiful jewellery to wear as ornaments. They
19 wore necklaces, bracelets and bangles.
20 Archaeologists have found many necklaces with beads made from
21 a stone called carnelian.
20

Carnelian beads give us many clues 1
about what the Indus people knew 2
about technology. They knew that 3
Carnelian turned red when

it was 4

heated. They must have had the tools 5
to shape the carnelian into beads and 6
to drill holes in them.

7

This pretty necklace has little gold beads as well as larger carnelian

8

beads. Another remarkable thing about this necklace is where it was

9

found. Think of other ancient civilisations. Can you guess? We will 10
find out in the next chapter!

11

21

5. Boats and barter, trade and travel
1

In this chapter you will learn about two things which you probably

2

did not expect! The first surprising thing is how the Indus people

3

traded. As you know, when ancient peoples started to farm they

4

began to make enough food to sell. Others could then buy the

5

food, allowing them to do different work, such as making pots. But

6

the surprising thing is that the Indus Civilisation did not have coins!

7

Without money, how did they buy and sell their goods? The answer

8

is that they used barter.

9

When people barter, they swap their goods for other goods. So a

10

farmer might give a sack of grain in return for a pot of oil or some

11

beads. Barter is a way of trading without money. Archaeologists

12

think that Indus merchants must have traded large amounts of

13

goods. Here is a source which proves this. Look at these little stone

14

blocks. The smallest one

15

is about a centimetre

16

wide. They are cut

17

very evenly. They go

18

gradually up in size.

19

These are weights.

22

These

weights

have

been

1

found all over the Indus valley!

2

They all fit into one system of

3

sizes. The smallest weight is

4

just under a gram. The most

5

common weight is about 14

6

grams. The Indus people used

7

these weights to check the

8

amount of goods that they were buying. They weighed the goods on
scales like these. These weights helped to make trading fair.

9
10

Let’s now think about the seals again, to 11
help us understand more about trade. 12
Do you remember that the seals had 13
holes in them? They might have been 14
tags, showing each owner’s name, for 15
attaching to sacks or jars.

16

Yet it is also possible that the seals were something do with taxes. In 17
ancient civilisations people often paid taxes to their rulers. Perhaps 18
the seals were attached to sacks of goods to show that taxes had been 19
paid on them. Perhaps the writing on the seals shows how much tax 20
was paid or who checked it. Historians really are not sure!
23
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1

Now we come to the

2

second surprising

3

thing, which is just

4

how much some

5

Indus people travelled.

6

This little clay model shows a cart pulled by oxen. It could have been

7

a toy for children.

8

Whatever it was for, it is a useful source for us because it shows the

9

transport of the Indus people. The cart has wheels. A man in the

10

cart drives two oxen. The oxen would have been joined to each other

11

and to the cart by wooden poles. That wood has rotted away but we

12

can guess that it was there.

13

You can see a pot inside the cart. Traders would have loaded their

14

carts with goods such as grain, vegetables and fruit, or beads and

15

pots. Archaeologists have found many model carts with oxen, just like

16

this.

17

remember that the dancing girl was also made of bronze.)

Or it could have been a gift to the gods!

Some are made of clay and some of bronze. (You will

24

We also know that the Indus people carried their goods down the River

1

Indus. Here is a model of a boat. You now know enough about the

2

Indus Valley to understand what you see. The boat is made of

3

terracotta. The prow (rhymes with now) of the boat is shaped like an

4

ox’s head. Why might that be? What kind of design is painted on it?

5

We also have evidence that Indus people travelled on the sea, and that

6

they could sail a long way. Archaeologists have found part of a seal

7

showing a boat and two birds. These birds were sent out to help the

8

sailors find land. This seal is very old indeed. You can see it below.

9

Archaeologists think it is about five thousand years old. So, the Indus 10
peoples were certainly sailing on the seas by 3000 BCE.

25

11

1

We are certain that the Indus people travelled as far as

2

Mesopotamia because many Indus goods have been found there.

3

We are also certain that they sometimes got there by sea. The map

4

below shows the trade route, by sea, from the Indus Valley to

5

Mesopotamia.

6

And yes, you guessed it: the carnelian beads that you looked at

7

earlier (on Page 21) were made in the Indus Valley, but they were

8

found in Mesopotamia!

9

On the next page, you can see some carnelian beads that are now

10

in a museum. Notice how long they are. Perhaps the dancing girl

11

sometimes wore beads like these. We cannot be sure. What do you

12

think?

26
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6. Two more puzzles:
rulers and religion
1 When you learned about Egypt and Sumer, you learned about the
2 rulers of these lands. What names and stories can you remember?
3 Powerful kings or pharaohs controlled their people. They also
4 protected their people by leading armies against enemies. These
5 rulers told stories in their art and in their writing. These rulers
6 governed. We call them and their advisers, governments.
7 In the Indus Valley, we have no idea who was in charge! We have no
8 evidence of kings, queens, nor any other government. We just have
9 this one, small statue, found in Mohenjo-Daro. Archaeologists
10 wonder if he is a priest because he looks calm and serious. He might
11 be praying. But he might be a ruler! He is dressed in a way which
12 may suggest that he was very important. Look at his fine robe, his
13 headband and the ornament on his arm.
14 For all these reasons, archaeologists call him the ‘priest-king’. But
15 they really don’t know if he was a priest or a king or both. Perhaps,
16 he was neither!

28
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1

Archaeologists are sure, however, that the Indus Valley civilisation was

2

very organised. A person or a group of people must have been in

3

charge. Think about everything you already know which shows this:

4

• Thousands of bricks are all exactly the same size.

5

• The cities of Harappa, Mohenjo-Daro and Lothal are not

6

higgledy-piggledy. They seem to be planned.

7

• The Indus people had a system of weights to keep trading fair.

8

• The city of Mohenjo-Daro has a citadel, where a ruler might

9

have lived.

10

Another puzzle is religion. Lots of clay

11

figurines, like this one, have been

12

found. These figurines might be

13

fertility goddesses. Ancient

14

farming peoples needed the soil to

15

be fertile. They also needed their

16

animals to be fertile (which means

17

having lots of babies).

18

They believed that the gods helped

19

their crops to grow and their animals

20

to produce their young.
30

Also, all over south Asia, archaeologists have found evidence that

1

ancient Asian peoples believed in a god called the ‘master of the

2

animals’. They believed that this god could control wild animals

3

such as tigers, elephants and rhinoceroses. Perhaps the Indus Valley

4

people worshipped this god too? We cannot be sure, but it is very

5

likely!

6

Think

back

to

the

seals

7

showing a man in a tree with a

8

tiger. Perhaps the man in the

9

tree (or maybe even the tiger?) 10
was a god.

11

One of the seals has given archaeologists more evidence that gods

12

were linked to animals. Look at the seal in the picture on the next

13

page. It was found in Mohenjo-Daro. It shows a figure with three

14

faces. One face looks forwards. The other two faces look sideways.

15

The figure has horns on his head and bangles on his arms. The

16

figure is surrounded by animals. Other gods in south Asia have

17

horns, so archaeologists think that this might be a god.

18

31

1 This figure also looks a little bit like a god. It is similar to the god
2 called Shiva (shee-vah) in the Hindu religion. Historians think that
3 this might be a very early picture of Shiva.

4 Now you know that studying the Indus Valley civilisation is
5 fascinating and fun to puzzle over. Perhaps, one day, you will be
6 an historian or an archaeologist. Who knows, you might be able
7 to solve some more of these puzzles.
32

Here is one more puzzle for you to try to solve. No archaeologist

1

or historian has solved it. It might help with our puzzles about

2

rulers and religion. This photograph shows the remains of large

3

buildings at Harappa. At first, archaeologists thought that this

4

was a granary – a place for storing grain. But no grains have

5

been found here, nor any containers for holding grain.

6

Archaeologist have found large holes where wooden pillars must

7

have gone. Perhaps these large rooms were in fine houses or

8

palaces for rulers or other important people. Perhaps they were

9

temples for religious worship. Now that you know a lot about the 10
Indus Valley, what ideas do you have?

33
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